52.   STATEMENT TO THE PRESS1

WEST BRADFORD,
September 27, 1931

I have certainly been very happy here and have experienced
nothing but the greatest affection and kindness. I have seen vari-
ous groups of operatives and employers, with whom I have had
very friendly discussion

I feel that I have learned something of the distress in Lanca-
shire, and my heart has gone out to the suffering operatives I
saw Mr. Davies's mill and the whole shed in which the looms are
lying idle. I have explained to him my personal position and that
of the Congress. I have shown to him the limited extent to which
help from India is possible m the event of a permanent settlement
coming through. But I am also oppressed with the fact that un-
employment is so widespread that the help that can possibly
come from India will affect but a small class.

It has appeared to me that the cause of distress in Lancashire
is more largely due to world causes than to the Indian boycott.
Even before the Indian boycott came in its intense form last year,
Lancashire's trade with India was not much over 15 per cent of the
total production I do not think it has been adversely affected by
the boycott to more than 3 per cent, or it may be a little over

The question, therefore, so far as India is concerned, is limit-
ed to a very small compass. It would be presumptuous for me
to say what can be otherwise done in order to alleviate or en-
tirely remove the present distress in Lancashire. And so far as
India is concerned, I have already given you an idea of what is
at the most possible. But whether something ultimately does or
does not result, the two days of intimate contact with the emplo-
yers and employed has shown me that the people of Lancashire
have borne their distress very bravely, and it has been a matter
of the keenest satisfaction to me that they have not shown any
bitterness towards India, which I regard as a happy sign,

I had never expected anything but courteous treatment from
the working people of Lancashire, but I was quite unprepared
for the manifestation of deep affection that the crowds of people

1 According to the source, Gandhiji received the party of Press reporters
at noon.
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